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OBJECTS

TO PROMOTE THE WELFARE OF SOCIETY , WITH
RESPECT TO THE EMPLOYMENT OF CHIL-
DREN IN GAINFUL OCCUPATIONS .

TO INVESTIGATE AND REPORT THE FACTS
CONCERNING CHILD LABOR .

TO RAISE THE STANDARD OF PUBLIC OPINION
AND PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY WITH
RESPECT TO THE EMPLOYMENT OF CHIL-
DREN .

TO ASSIST IN PROTECTING CHILDREN BY
SUITABLE LEGISLATION AGAINST PRE-
MATURE OR OTHERWISE INJURIOUS
EMPLOYMENT , AND THUS TO AID IN
SECURING FOR THEM AN OPPORTUNITY
FOR ELEMENTARY EDUCATION AND PHYS-
ICAL DEVELOPMENT SUFFICIENT FOR THE
DEMANDS OF CITIZENSHIP AND THE
REQUIREMENTS OF INDUSTRIAL EFFI-
CIENCY .

TO AID IN PROMOTING THE ENFORCEMENT OF
LAWS RELATING TO CHILD LABOR .

CO-ORDINATE , UNIFY AND SUPPLEMENT
THE WORK OF STATE OR LOCAL CHILD
LABOR COMMITTEES , AND ENCOURAGE
THE FORMATION OF SUCH COMMITTEES
WHERE THEY DO NOT EXIST .
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The

National Child Labor Committee
and Its Work

CHILD LABOR IN THE UNITED STATES

For more than thirty years there have
been occasional warnings of the great in-
crease of child labor in this country , but
until the publication of the census figures of
1900 few people realized the extent of this
evil . These figures , which showed that in
1900 there were 1,750,178 children , or nearly

one in every six children between the ages
of ten and sixteen years in the United States
engaged in gainful occupations , revealed the
startling extent of the number of working

children in this country . This number in-
cluded agricultural workers , who may be
presumed to suffer least from the effects of
premature labor, but it did not include the
thousands of children under ten years of age
who are engaged in various gainful occupa-
tions , such as selling newspapers and mer-
chandise of various sorts in the city streets
or working in sweatshops and tenement
workshops . No current official figures are
available , but a conservative estimate , in-
cluding children under ten years of age and

A providing for the increase which has taken
place since 1900 , puts the present number of
working children under sixteen years of age
at two millions .
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With our paralleled industrial develop-
ment this condition of affairs has come into
existence . The rapid growth of the evil is
indicated by the fact that the army of child
workers increased during the twenty years
from 1880 to 1900 six per cent faster than
did the population of the country , and twelve
per cent faster than the total number of
children of corresponding ages increased .
These facts had only to be made known
and their startling significance started to
awaken our people to action . The history
of child labor in England with its woeful
results gave sufficient warning that unless
the evil were promptly exterminated in this
country we should suffer in the same way .

ORGANIZATION OF THE
NATIONAL CHILD LABOR COMMITTEE

In order to acquaint the public with the
actual conditions and to secure effective ac-
tion, the National Child Labor Committee
was organized .
The need for a national organization was
first felt in the South , which was , and still is ,
the greatest sufferer . The new industrial
activity in the southern states had to con-
tend with the short-sighted policy which
claims that to meet modern industrial con-
ditions it is necessary to harness the child
to the machine . A group of men in Alabama
organized a child labor committee in that

state , and after a hard fight secured in 1903
a law which set the highest standard then
attained by any of the manufacturing states
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V₁committee had to face not only their oppo-
hents in Alabama , but also the tremendous
opposition of northern capitalists whose
funds were invested in the mills of the state .

They had to meet also the question of inter-
state competition , for a high standard in any
one state may seem to react to the favor . of
neighboring states with lower standards .

Thus it was realized that only a national
organization could do the needed work , and
accordingly in April , 1904 , representative
citizens from all parts of the country met in
New York and organized the National Child
Labor Committee .

In that fight the Alabama

MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE

The personnel of this Committee is in it-
self a proof of the universality of its appeal .

North and South , East and West , church and
state , labor and capital , education and phi-
lanthropy , American manhood and woman-
hood , all are here united as they could prob-
ably be united for no other purpose . The
Committee has forty -five members , and a

board of fifteen trustees who actively direct
its operations . There is also an associate
membership , made up of men and women
who desire to show their sympathy with the
work , to keep in touch with current condi-
tions through the literature published by the
Committee and to give it their moral and
financial support . This associate member-
ship is open to everyone who may wish to
assist in the work .
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METHODS OF WORK

From the time of its organization it has
been the purpose of the National Child
Labor Committee to secure accurate infor-
mation in regard to existing conditions . Its
members realize that nothing can be accom-
plished through exaggeration or misrepre-
sentation . It makes no indiscriminate at-
tacks on employers , nor does it intend un-
fairly to impute ignorance to parents or lack
of interest or efficiency to educators . In its
effort to find and remove permanent causes
it deals less with surface disturbances than
with the deeper currents. It aims to con-
vince the American public that child labor
is not only a crime against the child and
against society but that it is built upon an
economic fallacy . It acts as a sort of national
steering committee , working in association
with state and local committees and with
private and official agencies everywhere .
Its task is great , requiring patience , time
and extensive resources for its successful
accomplishment . It is not enough that legis-
lators be interested to the extent of passing
perfunctory laws prohibiting various forms
of child labor. A lively public interest must
be awakened in order that these laws shall

receive public support , and that their in-
fringement may not be overlooked .

PUBLICITY
In the five years since the Committee was
organized annual conferences on child labor
have been held in New York, Washington ,
Cincinnati , Atlanta and Chicago . At these
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meetings eminent speakers and practical

workers have been present , and great interest
in the subject of child labor has been aroused .
Valuable reports upon child labor in different
industries-in coal mines , in cotton mills ,
north and south , in glass houses , in depart-
ment stores , in street trades and in many

other occupations -have been given . The ad-
dresses and reports , published in book form ,
make each year a volume of great practical
value to those who desire to know the exact
situation and what is being done by the
opponents of child labor. In addition to the
annual volumes , the Committee has pub-

lished and distributed a large number of
pamphlets . Meetings have been addressed
by officers or representatives of the Com-
mittee in nearly every state in the Union ,
and constant correspondence has been
carried on with officials and others inter-
ested in the work .

ORGANIZATION
The central office of the Committee is in

New York City , and district offices have
been established in Atlanta , Boston and
Cincinnati . The secretaries in charge of
these district offices aid state and local

committees within their respective districts
in arousing a healthy public sentiment and
securing efficient legislation and satisfactory

enforcement of law.

LEGISLATION
The Committee has aided in securing legis-

lation in nearly every state , until at the pre-

sent time there are but two with no child
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labor law . The active and associate mem-
bers of the Committee throughout the
country did strenuous work to induce Con-
gress to pass a child labor law for the Dis-
trict of Columbia in the spring of 1908.
Realizing that enactments forbidding the
employment of children meet the situation
only in a negative way , the Committee has
strongly backed every effort for more effec-
tive educational laws , for compulsory school
attendance , and for the promotion of indus-
trial education . It has directed the cam-
paign for the creation of a Children's Bureau
at Washington , where all the problems of
the youth of the country may receive govern-
mental attention .

THE OUTLOOK

There is yet much to be done . Many
problems in connection with the general
problem of child labor must be considered ,
and solutions found . Cases of actual pov-
erty, often urged in palliation of the employ-
ment of children , must be provided for , and
when possible their causes discovered and
removed . In many of our larger cities pro-
vision has been made by women's clubs or
other organizations for industrial scholar-
ships allotted to actually needy children
taken from gainful occupations and returned
to the public schools . Cases of this nature
deserve attention in every city, and private
agencies should so arrange that relief may

be given without causing the family to
resort to an appeal for public or private
charity. The great need for industrial edu-

T
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cation must be made apparent to our people .
The thousands of immigrants entering our
doors every year must be taught that their
children cannot grow up in this country
without receiving a practical education
which will enable them to become worthy
American citizens . Most important of all ,
perhaps , is the continual vigilance without
which no legislation, however good in itself ,
can be made effective .

PUBLIC INTEREST THE REMEDY

Recent events have strikingly shown that
public interest is sufficient to overcome and
correct deep -rooted evils . Because a public
crusade against child labor is necessary , the
National Child Labor Committee is in the
field. It is furnishing information and har-
monizing and co-ordinating the efforts of
those powerful makers of public opinion-
churches , schools , organized labor , women's

clubs , political parties , officials and the
press . It is securing the necessary data and
widening its channels of communication with
all parts of the country . In this work it has
deserved and is receiving the support of
good citizens in every state .
For the sake of saving the American child
from commercial exploitation , for the pur-
pose of introducing him to a new and
brighter outlook for industrial efficiency , for
the uplift of the race and tce protection of
the home the National Child Labor Commit-
tee takes a firm stand and confidently ap-
peals for support .
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THE EXTENSION OF THE WORK
The National Child Labor Committee relies
entirely upon the good -will of the public for
funds to carry on its work Its success has
been due to the support given by its mem .
bers , and a greater degree of success can be
realized as rapidly as the work can be ex-
tended . Every reader is invited to become
a member and have a share in the work of
the Committee ; contributions in any amount
can be used to the great and direct advan-
tage of the children of America .

CLASSES OF MEMBERS

Associate Members contribute from $2.00 to
$25.00 annually .
Sustaining Members contribute from $25.00
to $100.00 annually .
Guarantors contribute $100.00 or more annu-
ally.
All classes of members receive all the pub-
lications of the Committee , including the an-
nual volume of addresses and reports .
Checks should be made payable to V.
Everit Macy, Treasurer . Contributions and
enrollments may be sent to the General
Secretary or to the Secretary of the district
in which the contributor resides .
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MEMBERS OF NATIONAL CHILD
LABOR COMMITTEE

Chairman , FELIX ADLER, New York City;
Leader of the Society for Ethical Culture ;
Professor of Political and Social Ethics ,
Columbia University ; Theodore Roosevelt
Professor of American History and Insti-
tutions , University of Berlin .

Chairman pro tempore, ISAAC N. SELIGMAN ,
New York City; Banker .

Vice Chairman , HOMER FOLKS , New York
City; Secretary , State Charities Aid Asso-
ciation .

Vice Chairman , SAMUEL MCCUNE LINDSAY ,
New York City; Director of the School of
Philanthropy ; Professor of Social Legisla-
tion , Columbia University .

Treasurer , V. EVERIT MACY , New York City;
Member of the University Settlement So-
ciety ; Trustee of Teachers ' College .

Honorary Member , THEODORE ROOSEVELT ,
Ex-President of the United States .

JANE ADDAMS , Chicago ; Founder and Head
Resident of Hull House .

REV. NEAL L. ANDERSON , Winston -Salem , North
Carolina .

MRS . EMMONS BLAINE , Chicago ; Founder of
Emmons Blaine School for Teachers , Uni-
versity of Chicago ; Member of Chicago
City Homes Association .

JOHN GRAHAM BROOKS , Cambridge , Massa-
chusetts; President , National Consumers '
League ; Lecturer on Economics , Harvard
University .

FRANCIS G. CAFFEY , New York City; Attor-
ney-at-law ; Lt. Col. Alabama Volunteer
Infantry in Spanish -American War .
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EDGAR E. CLARK , Cedar Rapids , Iowa ;
Member of the National Anthracite Coal
Commission ; Member Interstate Com-
merce Commission .

MRS . SARAH S. PLATT DECKER, Denver , Colo-
rado ; ex-President , General Federation
of Women's Clubs .

ROBERT W. DE FOREST , New York City; Attor-
ney-at-Law ; President , Charity Organi-
zation Society of the City of New York ;
Chairman , New York City Tenement
House Commission of 1900 ; first Tene-
ment House Commissioner of the City
of New York , 1902-03 ; Vice President ,
Central Railroad of New Jersey.

EDWARD T. DEVINE , New York City; General
Secretary , Charity Organization Society
of the City of New York; Editor , "Chari-
ties and the Commons " ; Professor of
Social Economics , Columbia University .

CHARLES W. ELIOT , Cambridge , Massachusetts ;
President , Harvard University.

ARTHUR F. ESTABROOK , Boston , Banker .

N. B. FEAGIN , Birmingham , Alabama ; Judge
in the City Court .

EDWARD W. FROST , Milwaukee , Wisconsin ;
Attorney -at-Law ; President Children's
Betterment League ; Chairman , Wisconsin
Child Labor Committee .

ALBERT H. FREIBERG , M. D. , Cincinnati , Ohio ;
Chairman , Ohio State Child Labor Com-
mittee.

J. B. GASTON , Montgomery , Alabama ; Mem-
ber of the Alabama Child Labor Com-
mittee.

CARDINAL JAMES GIBBONS , Baltimore , Mary-
land .
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JOHN GOLDEN , Fall River, Massachusetts ;
President , United Textile Workers of
America .

RT. REV . DAVID H. GREER , New York City;
Episcopal Bishop , Diocese of New York.

CURTIS GUILD , JR., Boston ; ex-Governor of
Massachusetts .

WILLIAM E. HARMON, New York City; Real
Estate Broker.

CLARK HOWELL, Atlanta , Georgia ; Editor ,"Atlanta Constitution ."
ROBERT HUNTER , New York City; Author,"Poverty."
JOHN S. HUYLER , New York City; President
of Huyler's.

MRS . FLORENCE KELLEY , New York City; Sec-
retary , National Consumers ' League .

JAMES H. KIRKLAND , Nashville , Tennessee ;
Chancellor , Vanderbilt University .

BEN B. LINDSEY , Denver , Colorado ; Judge ,
Juvenile Court ; President , International
Juvenile Court Association .

JOHN MITCHELL , New York City ; ex -Presi-
dent, United Mine Workers of Amer-
ica ; Vice President , American Federa-
tion of Labor.

MRS . PHILIP N. MOORE , St. Louis, Mo.; Presi-
dent, General Federation of Women's
Clubs .

BEVERLEY B. MUNFORD , Richmond , Virginia ;
Member Virginia Child Labor Committee .

ADOLPH S. OCHS , New York City; Publisher
of "New York Times ."

GIFFORD PINCHOT , Washington , D. C.; For-
ester , United States Department of Agri-
culture .
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HOKE SMITH, Atlanta , Georgia ; ex-Governor
of Georgia ; ex- Secretary of the Interior .

WILLIAM H. TAFT , President of the United
States .

GRAHAM TAYLOR , Chicago ; Founder and Resi-
dent Warden "Chicago Commons " ; Pro-
fessor of Christian Sociology , Congrega-
tional Seminary .

BENJAMIN R. TILLMAN, Trenton , South Caro-
lina; United States Senator .

LILLIAN D. WALD , New York City; Founder ,
Henry Street (Nurses ' ) Settlement .

PAUL M. WARBURG , New York City; Banker .

TALCOTT WILLIAMS, Philadelphia , Pennsyl-
vania ; Editor , "The Press ."

REV. C. B. WILMER , Atlanta , Georgia ; Secre-
tary , Georgia Child Labor Committee .

JOHN W. WOOD , New York City; Correspond-
ing Secretary , Domestic and Foreign Mis-
sionary Society of the Episcopal Church .
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

FELIX ADLER

FRANCIS G. CAFFEY

ROBERT W. DE FOREST

EDWARD T. DEVINE

HOMER FOLKS

WILLIAM E. HARMON

MRS . FLORENCE KELLEY

JAMES H. KIRKLAND

JOHN S. HUYLER

SAMUEL MCCUNE LINDSAY

V. EVERIT MACY

ISAAC N. SELIGMAN

LILLIAN D. WALD

PAUL M. WARBURG

JOHN W. WOOD

OWEN R. LOVEJOY , General Secretary
105East 22d Street, New York City

A. J. McKELWAY , Secretary for the Southern States
1114Century Bullding , Atlanta, Ga.

EVERETT W. LORD , Secretary for New England
101Tremont Street, Boston, Mass.

E. N. CLOPPER , Secretary for Ohio Valley States
803 Union Trust Building , Cincinnati , Ohio

JOSEPHINE J. ESCHENBRENNER
Membership Secretary

105 East 22d Street, New York City
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