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,ThanJ; you for your l<>tter, r e ferred to thia office for reply 
by tha Pansion and Welfare Benefit Pr09ramo Administration, 
regarding the application of Title III of the coneumer credit 
Protection Act to pension payments. --You atato your client, who administers an employee pension 
benctit ttuat fund covered by the Employment Retirement 
Inc:"'"" Secudt)' :.c:t (:liUSA), is joined ao a porty claimant in 
a di saolutlon proceeding in tho State of 
The Relations Court has entered a judg-
ment b the action finding that a pension is a asset. 
•r4lus, aa Californill is a c:::oa:muni-ty property St4te. the pension 
recipient'• apouae Yas one-half of the MOnthly pension 
payment. tnaamuch as it was your opinion that Title I o·f £RISA 
superseded State lav, your client Oid not believe it proper to 
make any payment$ t o the nonparticipant or non-beneficiary of 
thu However, the court subsequentlY ruled that the pen-
•ion was not exempt from e xecut ion for the recovery of the 
court-ordered spousal support payment . Hence, your e l ient 
coJN'I\IJnccd payment:. t o the s pouse of one.·-half ()f the monthl y 
pension payment. 

The oupplemontary judgment a lso order ed that an ddditional $200 
pc>r 1110nth aa spousal support be paid by t ho penaionc.r to this 
spouse . Uhon monthly payments were not pai d , the spouse 
obtained a support g4rn!s hment l evy aga inst the pensioner' s halt 
o f tho monthly pension payment. As the pensioner had remarr i ed 
the court ordered your client to withhol d 55\ of the monthly 
pension, i.o., $1,1.21, to satisfy tho unpaid s pousa l support . 
You believe that ainc<O the spouse h a lready receiving SO\ of 
tho 9Qnsioner'a dis·posable eaminqs, Title III of the .Consuoer 
Credit Act prohibita .are than &n 
additional 5\ of the pension paygent. 
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It i& our opin1oa thAt the court ruled corroctl y in 
do:tor .. Uuiu.(J t.'la e el.lo .-:ortion o X ;.1r. iiv.ln.s ' t)3n3ion a·Ja.rd:o..l 
to hla s pouso u H..o.r p r o?er t :l tt a.iJ t.. •. 
a part ot r.u:.. uis;:os alJl e ..t.:.n-:.iu·J:. \Uhll.!!!.- t lu UI 
of t.:to credit P.rat'o!ctio.u ;\ct. t.tle 
order to wit:.'t;>olu ot t.le :.)(>ni:.l.l.y 
p:J:J:Uion u&.uofJ.c Uo.:tA not violAto FatJoral. 11arnia.."'\fA.;.}llt. 
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