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September 20, 1939
MIMOBANDUM FOR THE FILIS

Edward J. Fpuchtaan
Attorney

Rose Mamufacturing Company

‘ I saw Mr, Harold ¥, Lennedy, United States Attorney for the
Tasten District of New York, this moraing. Kennedy told me that
Mr, Leon Morris of Morris and Yorris, 154 Naasau :treet, Brooklyn,
had been in to see him shout the Rosen matter, and asked me to get
in toueh with him., I called up Mr. lorris and he told me he had -
been retained as attorney for Rosea =nd poseibly four or five othsrs
in the industry. I asked him vhether Edelmen was one of the others
and he said that Tdelman had been zent over %o him a day or two ago
but that he had not yet takem his case. NHorris further stated that
he was interested in the oase brought by F. . Haurer and Sons of
Philadelphia, and that, although he was not the attormey of record
in that case, he had recommended the pressnt atforney for Maurer and
that he expeeted to file a drisf as amious curiee,

With roapeet to the indictment agsinat Rosen, Horris proposed
in effeet that all sotion in the tses be suspended until a decision
in the Msurer case should come down. He said he would agree to have
fiogses plead guilty with the understanding that if the Maurer cose wena
deeided favorsbly to the amployers, hs would be allowed to change
Rosen's ploa to not guilty; if the Maurer case were degided unfsvorably
to the employers, he would want the Wage and Hour Division to recommend
a suspended sentence. In any even$, Horris steated that he thought the
Government should forget all zbous fining Rosen decmuse no fine had
been impossd on the Al#in Cord and Tassel Company. I told him, of
course, that ths Government treated sach party according to the facts
in the partioular case.

¥orris emphasized his fceling that the status guo in the shade
sull industry should not be upset., If the amployers who presently hire
homeworkers were foreed to abide by the jrovisions of the Aet, thay
would have to discontinue homework snd install machines ia order to
neet the competition of manufreturers who ars at present using machines.
This would entall a substantial amount of unemployment .hich, ho vas
sure, the Covernment was anxious to svoid. He sald he thought furthoer
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be willing to work for 250 per gross, (This would smount %o 8¢ an
hours) He thought there oughd to be some way for the wamployers, the
homeworkers, sud the Government to get together and work ocut a basis
thet would De faversble to all, He thought this night possibly e
dowe by golng dowm to U gton, conferring with the Administrator,
mﬁi hevlog sone sort of mmww gommdttes et wp whieh would regulate

: pull business at rates that would pormid the smployers who
S ampote sith the senufacturers vsing machines;
m&w m; b pormit Mm former to hire homeworkere ok a rete of oboub
264 a groes (8¢ an hour)e I told him, of course, that the statute
wag vory olemr and did not pormit an industrey committes to seb weges
less than the minlomws, btat only weges higher than the ndntlwom.

dye Horeis nade o point of ventloning the fact thed Colonel
Pleming had www&m Hrs %ﬁxw a8 Adsinistrator of the Division;
thad he kunew Mr. 71 vam pravious contaet in the Guvernment, =nd
that he was sure Mo ¥ g would vemenber hime llowever, he tried
o wmake hig reference %0 the new Aduninistretor sound cesual by sayiog:
"That was nelthey Rere nor there."

iorrie
some Jowm, he

“ﬁm& :w ‘&M wmz:zm; in Yashington wented him %o

Inapegtor Lewls liatened in on the Yuhone conversation,

B Sdward 7. Fruchinen
IR/ ena *

Initials

=“ILE COPY




