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SUBJECT; PllSPONSIBILITY OF FIELD ATTORNEYS CCNCERiMlNG LEGAL FIELD 
LETTERS, ADMINISTRATIVE FIELD LETTERS, LITIGATION MITUAL, ETC. 

From time to time field attoi-noys inquire concerning policy 
or procedure in matters which could be completely resolved in the 
field by reference to existing instruotioiis in Legal Field Letters, ,:.', ;-, 
Administrative Field Letters, Litigation Mianual, etc. In addition to 
causing unnecessary work in the field offices and in tho central office, 
these inquiries aro disturbing sinco thoy indicate failure of responsibil
ity of field attoraoys to familiari.':e thomsolvos wi.th e'xisting instruc
tions. 

It is expected when thoso instructions and reforoncos are 
distributed to field atbornoys, that tiiey v/ill be carefully road by 
each attorney and thon kept in an orderly fashion togothor with indices 
which will m.ake them readily available for uso. The legal policy ;• .,,i 
and procoduro sot forth in Legal and Administrative Field Letters is 
very carefully considered for tho express purpose of providing a 
coordinated guide for future action. Tho references in the Litigation 
Manual aro prepared with painstaking effort to afford field attorneys 
tho benefit of work already done, thus to avoid duplication of effort. 

It is rocognizod that many problems will arise which aro 
beyond the pui-̂ i-ew of existing instructions or reforoncos and corros-
pondonco with the central offico v/ill thon become nocossary. However, 
attorneys v/ill be hold strictly acoQuntablo for referring to FTold 
Letters and tho Litigation Manual bofore prosoiiting tho matter to 
Washington^ 
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